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This book is dedicated  
to Parker and Chev.  

 



 
 

Two weeks before summer vacation when Devin and 
Faith were just finishing up the fifth grade, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Whu, a veterinarian, came to their school  on career 
day to give a talk.  

 
 

http://www.tescosoftware.com/software/border2.gif�


 
 
 
 
 
 
She also told them about a sleep away camp, called Jr. Vet Camp Critter, where 
they could go for a week to learn more about taking care of animals.  They would 
learn all about dogs, cats, birds , small pocket pets, farm animals and a wide 
variety of exotic animals.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Whu told the class all about 
what a veterinarian does and 
what it takes to become a vet.  

It sounded really, really, really, really, fun! 



That same night, Devin and Faith went home and looked up Jr. Vet 
Camp Critter on the internet. The website told them all the things 
they would get to do at the camp: 

 
 
 

 Learn the signs and symptoms of a sick verses healthy animal.  
 Conduct exams, including weighing, measuring, taking a temperatures &  

other vital statistics on a wide variety of animals . 
 Use a microscope to look for and identify internal parasites.  
 Look at real x-rays and learn what they can tell us. 
 Learn how to give injections, and practice giving an injection "to an orange." 
 Learn how to suture, and practice on a suture board.  
 Learn how to trim hooves, toe nails and flight feathers.  
 Watch a real surgery as it is being performed in the surgery room.  

SOURCE: http://www.bearriverranch.com/vet_camp.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Devin and Faith decided then and there that they wanted to go to Jr. 
Vet Camp Critter. Now all they had to do was convince their 
parents … 



 That night, they each asked their parents if they could go to  

Jr. Vet Camp Critter.  

Devin and Faith were all prepared! They had done their research …  
 

• They  had printed out the brochure.  
 

• They pointed out how much they would 

 learn about science.  
 

• They even described how all the fresh air  

would make them healthy and strong.  

 

• Finally, they explained to their parents that if they wanted to be real 
veterinarians, they had to start their studies early.  

 

After all, it takes a long time to study to be a vet! 
 

 
 

 



Just like all grown ups, the first question they asked was,  
    “HOW MUCH DOES IT COST?” 
 

Devin and Faith were prepared, "It only costs $795.00 for one week.” 
 
   “NO WAY!” they were told.  
   “THAT IS TOO MUCH MONEY.” 

    
   Devin and Faith were ready with a solution, 

 “       “What if we earned the money?” 
 
        

Their parents weren’t trying to be mean  
when they laughed, but it was a little mean  
when they could not stop laughing!  
 

Finally their parents asked them, 
 “HOW ARE YOU GOING TO EARN $795 ON YOUR  ALLOWANCE?” 
 

Of course, Devin and Faith had already thought of this … 



Devin had $100 that he had been saving in his college account but since he 
needed this money for veterinary school he decided not to mention it.  

 

Devin told his Dad, “I make $1 a week in allowance. That means I make $52 a year. 
I will do all my chores for free for 16 years, that will be $832. I rounded up so 
you will actually be MAKING money.” 

 (He thought this might appeal to the grown up way of thinking.) 

Devin made his final argument,  

“Since I am 11 now  

you wont have to pay  

me allowance again  

until I am 27 years old!” 
 



Faith had $165 she had saved from her allowance and her allowance was $.95 a week.   
“First of all, it will only cost $630 since I can pay for some of the fee with my savings.” 

She wanted to start off by letting her Mom know that she was willing to contribute 
and to point out what a good saver she had been. “In fact,” she explained,  

“The reservation fee is only $100 and I can pay that all by myself right now.” 

 “Every year I make $49.40 in allowance. Since I get $20 for 
my birthday every year from Grandma and Papi, that 
means that I make $69.40 every year.” Faith was really good 
at math so she knew her calculations were correct.  
 

Unfortunately, she had lost all her baby teeth so she 
couldn’t count on any more money from the tooth fairy, but 
Faith knew that her closing argument  was strong.  
 

“You will only have to pay me my allowance for 9 more years.” she told her Mom. 
Unlike Devin, she had rounded down, but she figured, that since her allowance was 
supposed to go up to the next year, she would be able to make up the difference. 
 
 “That means,” she explained, slowly because it seemed to her that sometimes her Mom 
had a hard time understanding very simple things, “since I am 10 years old, you will only 
have to pay me my allowance until I am 19.” 

 Faith was so proud that she would have her debt paid off 7 years earlier than Devin! 



Despite their excellent arguments, their parents still said, “NO.” 
 

But Devin and Faith had a back-up plan, “What if,” they each asked, “I get  job?” 
 

“SURE, GET A JOB!” they were told. “I’D LIKE TO SEE THAT HAPPEN!” 
 

 This time the laughter did hurt a little but Devin and Faith pressed on.  Devin and Faith offered a deal to 
their grown ups,  “What if we can earn the money ourselves? Then 
can we go to Jr. Vet Camp Critters?” 

 

“OH SURE!” chuckled Devin’s Dad.                “WHY NOT?” asked Faith’s Mom. 
 

“Do you Promise?” Devin and Faith asked their grown ups?  
 

“YEAH. SURE. WHATEVER. GOOD LUCK OLD BUDDY.  NOW, YOU NEED TO GET THAT TABLE SET IF YOU 
WANT THIS WEEK’S ALLOWANCE!” Devin took that for a yes. 

 

“YOU WILL NEVER BE ABLE TO EARN THAT  
KIND OF MONEY, BUT GO AHEAD AND TRY!”  
Faith took that as a yes and a challenge. 
 

Now, Devin and Faith had  
only one thing left to do.  
 

They each had to get a job! 



 
In June,  

Devin and Faith  
graduated from  
the fifth grade.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

As soon as summer started, 
they set to work on thinking 
about jobs they could do to 

earn enough money to 
attend  

Jr. Vet Camp Critter.  





Finally, they poured out to her  
the problems they were having  
finding a job. 

Things were looking pretty bleak for  
Devin and Faith  
when they unexpectedly  
ran into Dr. Whu.  

They told her how 
inspired  
they were by her 
visit to their class.  
 

They explained to  her how badly they wanted to go attend Jr. Vet Camp Critters. 

They described what  happened when they asked their parents. 
 



Dr. Whu was quiet for a long time.  
To tell you the truth, she was quiet for so long that  

Faith and Devin felt kind of awkward with the silence. 
 

Finally Dr. Whu spoke, in a very low voice, so low that Devin and Faith almost did not 
understand her when she said,  

“DOG WALKING FOR DOG WALKERS.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Faith responded first, a little confused, “Why does a dog walker need a walk? Don’t 
they get enough exercise walking dogs?” 

 
 “NO, THAT IS NOT WHAT I MEANT.”  

Dr. Whu smiled and then continued, 
 “I THINK I HAVE THE PERFECT JOB FOR YOU BOTH.” 

 

And then she explained… 



Dr. Whu said that some of her canine owning clients had told her 
that they were having trouble because their dog walkers were going 

out of town during the summer. 
 
 
  
 
 

It turned out that the dog walkers needed someone to take over their 
dog walking duties when they went on holiday. 

Dr. Whu told them she would talk to the dog 
owners.  
 
She would ask them to ask their dog walkers if  
Devin and Faith could take over their 
responsibilities while they were on vacation. 
 



First, Devin and Faith did not hear from 
Dr. Whu for three days. They were long, 

hot miserable days.  First Devin and Faith 
paced by their phones.  

 
They chewed their nails. They shredded 
bits of paper. They watched TV shows 
they did not even like. They slept a lot.  

 
Then Devin and Faith started to get into 
arguments over things that really didn’t 

matter. Their nerves were frayed. It 
looked like they would never get a call 

from Dr. Whu.  
 

Finally, when the stress was almost too much to bear  and 
Devin and Faith were not even speaking to each  other 
without bickering, the phone rang. 
 
It was Dr. Whu. She told them that she had a job for them. 



Devin and Faith were going to be DOG WALKERS.  
They would fill in for dog walkers who were going on vacation! 

 
Devin and Faith would be responsible  

for walking 4 dogs at a time. 
 (Two dogs per person. One dog in each hand.) 

(2 dogs times 2 people equals 4 dogs) 
 

Each dog needed to be walked twice a day. 
(Four dogs walked two times a day equals eight walks per day) 

 
And they would get paid… 

 

TEN DOLLARS PER DOG PER DOG WALK! 
(8 walks at $10 per walk = $80 a day!!!) 

 
Devin nearly cried and Faith actually did shed a tear in private. 



Devin, who is really good at seeing the big picture figured: 
$40 per day x 5 days = $200! 
They would each make $200 a week! 
 
HOW LONG WOULD IT TAKE TO MAKE ENOUGH MONEY TO ATTEND CAMP? 
 Faith and Devin computed how long it would take to make enough money  
for each of them to be able to attend Jr. Vet Camp Critter:  
$795 (total cost of camp -  they decided to round up to $800 to make it easier) 
$800 (total fee for camp) / $200 earned per week (earnings) = 4 (the number of weeks they needed to work) 
It would take 4 weeks making $200 per week to make $800 (enough money to attend camp! ) 
 
DID THEY HAVE ENOUGH TIME TO MAKE THE MONEY THEY NEEDED? 
Summer vacation was 8 weeks long. 8 weeks  
They had already spent two weeks on vacation.  8 - 2 = 6 weeks  
Camp lasted one week.  6 – 1 = 5 weeks  
Plus they had were each going away for vacation for one week at the end of August  5 – 1 = 4 weeks  
That meant they had four weeks (or 1 month) to walk dogs for dog walkers who were going on 
holiday. And they would make five dollars extra per person since they had rounded up! 

Devin and Faith did the math: 
2 dogs at ten dollars each dog two times a day… 
That would be  
2 times 10 times 2 for each person. 
 
Faith, who is really good at math crunched the numbers: 
2(10 x 2) = 2(20) = $40  
They would each make $40 a day!!! 



It was perfect! Devin and Faith were going to be able to earn enough money to attend 
Jr. Vet Camp Critters!!!! 

 
Devin and Faith were so happy! 
 
They laughed…  
 
They cried…. 
 
They danced…. 
 
They sang …. 
 
They laughed again …  
 
They cried again … 
 

And then they went home to get to sleep early so that 
they would be ready for their big day! 

 



But dog walking was not easy … 
 
Between them they had 4 dogs at a time. 
 

Each dog was a different breed … 
 
There were big dogs … 

There were small dogs … 
 
 
 
 
 
There were shy dogs … 

There were friendly dogs … 
 
 

There were dogs that pooped a lot … 
And there were dogs that tried to run away. 



But Devin and Faith were strong and they were smart. 
They prepared themselves. 

They ate a good breakfast  
and packed a healthy lunch. 

 

They read up on dog training. They learned how  
to let the dogs know  
that they,  
DEVIN AND FAITH,  
were the alphas  
(or leaders) 
of the pack! 
 
They brought treats. 
 
 

They brought water. 
 

 
They brought extra poop bags. 

 

 



And they had the best seven days of their lives. 

After 4 weeks …Devin and Faith had made enough 
money (plus five dollars each) to meet their goal. 

Devin’s  Dad and Faith’s Mom were so proud of them! 

The next week… 
Devin and Faith arrived at 
Jr. Vet Camp Critter  
together! 



The following September, when they were in the sixth 
grade, Faith and Devin told their new teacher and all of 
their classmates about their amazing summer. 

 
Their teacher asked Devin, “SO, DO YOU STILL WANT TO BE 

A VETERINARIAN?”  
 
Devin responded, “Yes, I want to be an animal doctor more 

than anything else in the world.” 
 
Then their teacher asked Faith, “DO YOU STILL WANT TO BE 

A VETERINARIAN?” 

Faith took a minute to respond. In fact, Faith took 
so long that the class thought she might not have 
heard the question. 
 
But then Faith smiled and said, “Actually, I think I 
want to become a forensic scientist. I learned all 
about it at Jr. Vet Camp Critter. 
 
Devin and Faith both laughed. Then at the same 
time they said, “We are already planning for our 
next summer jobs, because next year, we want to 
go explore the Amazon Rain Forest!” 

And they did. 



MATH STANDARDS – Grade 6: Problem Solving Strand 

• Problem Solving Strand 
• Students will build new mathematical knowledge through problem solving. 
• 6.PS.1 - Know the difference between relevant and irrelevant information when solving problems 
• 6.PS.2- Understand that some ways of representing a problem are more efficient than others 
• 6.PS.3 - Interpret information correctly, identify the problem, and generate possible strategies and solutions 
• Students will solve problems that arise in mathematics and in other contexts. 
• 6.PS.5 - Formulate problems and solutions from everyday situations 
• 6.PS.7 - Represent problem situations verbally, numerically, algebraically, and/or graphically 
• 6.PS.9 - Understand the basic language of logic in mathematical situations (and, or, and not) 
• Students will apply and adapt a variety of appropriate strategies to solve problems. 
• 6.PS.10 -  Work in collaboration with others to solve problems 
• Students will monitor and reflect on the process of mathematical problem solving.  
• 6.PS.16 - Discuss with peers to understand a problem situation 
• 6.PS.17 - Determine what information is needed to solve problem 
• 6.PS.18 - Determine the efficiency of different representations  
 of a problem 
• 6.PS.19 - Differentiate between valid and invalid approaches 
• 6.PS.20 - Understand valid counterexamples 
• 6.PS.21  - Explain the methods and reasoning behind the problem  
 solving strategies used 
• 6.PS.22 - Discuss whether a solution is reasonable in the context  
 of the original problem 
• 6.PS.23 - Verify results of a problem  

 
 



MATH STANDARDS Grade 6: Reasoning/Proof & Communication Strands 
• Reasoning and Proof Strand 
• Students will recognize reasoning and proof as fundamental aspects of mathematics. 
• 6.RP.1 - Recognize that mathematical ideas can be supported using a variety of strategies 
• 6.RP.2 - Understand that mathematical statements can be supported, using models,  
• facts, and relationships to explain their thinking 
• Students will make and investigate mathematical conjectures. 
• 6.RP.3 - Investigate conjectures, using arguments and appropriate mathematical terms 
• 6.RP.4 - Make and evaluate conjectures, using a variety of strategies 
• Students will develop and evaluate mathematical arguments and proofs.  
• 6.RP.6 - Develop and explain an argument verbally, numerically, algebraically, and/or graphically 
• 6.RP.7 - Verify claims other students make, using examples and counterexamples when appropriate 
• Students will select and use various types of reasoning and methods of proof. 
• 6.RP.8 - Support an argument through examples/counterexamples and special  cases 
• 6.RP.9 - Devise ways to verify results 

 
• Communication Strand 
• Students will organize and consolidate their mathematical thinking through communication. 
• 6.CM.1 - Provide an organized thought process that is correct, complete, coherent, and clear 
• Students will communicate their mathematical thinking coherently and clearly to peers, 
• teachers, and others. 
• 6.CM.4 - Share organized mathematical ideas through the manipulation of objects,  
• numerical tables, drawings, pictures, charts, graphs, tables, diagrams, models, and  
• symbols in written and verbal form 
• 6.CM.5 - Answer clarifying questions from others 
• Students will analyze and evaluate the mathematical thinking and strategies of others. 
• 6.CM.6 - Understand mathematical solutions shared by other students 
• 6.CM.7 - Raise questions that elicit, extend, or challenge others’ thinking  
• 6.CM.8 - Consider strategies used and solutions found by others in relation to their own work 
• Students will use the language of mathematics to express mathematical ideas precisely.  
• 6.CM.9 - Increase their use of mathematical vocabulary and language when communicating with others 

 
 

 



MATH STANDARDS - Grade 6: Connections Strand 
and Number Sense and Operations Strand 

• Connections Strand 
• Students will recognize and use connections among mathematical ideas. 
• 6.CN.1 - Understand and make connections and conjectures in their everyday  
• experiences to mathematical ideas 
• 6.CN.2 - Explore and explain the relationship between mathematical ideas 
• 6.CN.3 - Connect and apply mathematical information to solve problems 
• Students will recognize and apply mathematics in contexts outside of mathematics.  
• 6.CN.6 - Recognize and provide examples of the presence of mathematics in their daily lives 
• 6.CN.7 - Apply mathematics to problem situations that develop outside of mathematics 
• 6.CN.8 - Investigate the presence of mathematics in careers and areas of interest  
• 6.CN.9 - Recognize and apply mathematics to other disciplines and areas of interest 

 
• Number Sense and Operations Strand 
• Students will understand numbers, multiple ways of representing numbers, 
• relationships among numbers, and number systems. 
• Number Systems  
• 6.N.2 - Define and identify the commutative and associative properties of  
• addition and multiplication 
• 6.N.3 - Define and identify the distributive property of multiplication over  
•  addition 
• Students will understand meanings of operations and procedures, and how they relate to one another. 
• Operations  
• 6.N.27 - Justify the reasonableness of answers using estimation (including rounding) 

 



ELA 
STANDARDS 



STANDARDS - Science Strands for Multiple Age Groups 

• Kindergarten Science Standards UNIT 3 
• Identify the basic needs of organisms 
• to live and thrive: 
• • Needs of animals to live and thrive 
• (e.g., air, water, food, shelter) 
• • Living things grow and change. 
• LE 1.1a, LE 1.2a, LE 4.1g, LE 4.2a, LE 5.1a 

 
• Grade 3 Science Standards  UNIT 4 
• PLANT AND ANIMAL 
• ADAPTATIONS 
• Describe how all living things 
• grow, take in nutrients, breathe, 
• reproduce and eliminate waste. 
• LE 5.1a,b 

 

Grade 5 Science Standards UNIT 3 
Recognize that: 
• Humans need a variety of 
healthy foods, exercise, and 
rest in order to grow and 
maintain good health. 
LE 5.3a 
 



ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES 

• Faith is Interested in FORENSIC SCIENCE.  
• Here are some activities she might be interested in:  
• Have children research CRIME SCIENCE 
• Become a forensic scientist for the week.  
• Analyze the evidence gathered from a fictional crime scene. 
• Use luminal to check for the presence of blood. 
• Gather and compare finger prints and shoe prints. 
• Make molds of teeth, shoes and vehicle tracks. 
• Learn how to conduct handwriting analysis. 
• Analyze mystery powders.   
• Work to gather clues and vote to convict the suspect in a mock 

jury. (Source: http://www.bearriverranch.com/csi.html) 

MAKE YOUR MATH ARGUMENTS STRONGER: 
When Devin and Faith presented their arguments for going to Jr. Vet Camp Critters 
they could have used graphs and charts to help strengthen their arguments. HAVE 
STUDENTS CREATE GRAPHS and CHARTS to help DEVIN AND FAITH STRENGTHEN 
THEIR MATHEMATICAL ARGUMENTS. 

What do you want to be when you grow up? 
 - Ask children to think about what they want 
to be when they grow up. 
 - Have them research what it takes to qualify 
for that type of work.  
 - Have them look up places they can go or 
things they can do to learn more about the 
career they are interested in.  
 - Have students adapt the book to fit their 
own career interests. 

HOW DO CHILDREN MAKE MONEY? 
Have children explore the different jobs they 
can do to make money so they can save for the 
things they want (camp, games, toys, college, 
travel, clothes, music etc.) 

THE TRUTH ABOUT CATS AND DOGS 
Have children research what is needed to care for their pets. 
What types of animals do they have/ want? What is the life  
cycle of that animal? What does that animal need to be  
healthy? What are the responsibilities of pet owners? EXPLORE THE AMAZON RAIN FOREST  
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